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Dear Mayor Winchester and Council:

RE:  Development of Former Fields Sawmill Site

We are writing to voice our agreement with the Comox Valley Naturalists that the former Field’s Sawmill Site presents a potential opportunity for the community to develop an attractive and functional green space in the central Courtenay area.  

In their letter of October 9, 2007 to Mayor and Council, the CV Naturalists pointed out the ecological significance of the relatively pristine property adjacent to the Field's Sawmill site and the importance of providing on-going protection to it.  

The idea that has emerged since then is the development of a community park with multiple uses such as nature education, relaxing and picnicking. Interpretive signs and displays, a viewing stand to observe swans in the field across the road, planting beds with predominately native vegetation and installation of benches where people could relax and enjoy the river are all possibilities. The existing building on the site might even be converted into a nature interpretation centre. With careful design, the park could become a place where tourists would be able to learn about the natural environment of the Comox Valley.  Access by means of the 17th Street Bridge makes the site easily and safely accessible by pedestrians and cyclists using the pathway on the opposite side of the river.  As our community grows, green spaces such as this will become increasingly valuable and appreciated.

We, therefore, join with the CV Naturalists to urge the City of Courtenay to consider purchasing this property and turning it into a community park along the lines that has been outlined.  

It was encouraging to hear that, during a recent visit to the Comox Valley, Premier Campbell remarked on the suitability of the site for a park.  Given this recognition by the Premier, perhaps the provincial government could be approached for funds to assist with the purchase of the property.

Your consideration of this suggestion would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Stewart Duncan, President
Tsolum River Restoration Society

